
Westler Lake Association Minutes 
Held at Coody Brown’s 

June 1st, 2019 at 9:00 AM 
 
President Brandon Altimus called the meeting to order at 9:03 AM. 
 
Abi Thompson, secretary, read the minutes from the Fall 2018 meeting that was held on August 
11th 2018 at 9:00 AM. The minutes were approved as read. 
 
Treasure Report –  
Treasurer Megan Voss reported that the Westler Lake Association balance is currently 
$46,606.76. In April, the board approved that $20,000 would be moved to a CD, which has a 
1.39% interest rate. As of right now, we have collected $14.96 in interest.  
 
So far this year, $1,250 have been donated to the fireworks and $762 was paid for the goose 
removal.  
 
Final checks for the Westler Lake signs were cut and that business is now over.  
 
An online sales account was opened to sell poker run tickets and other merchandise.  
 
The treasurer report was accepted as read.  
 
Poker Run Committee – 
Brittany Altimus reported on behalf of the poker run committee. She said it is going well, so far.  
Online sales have started, allowing people to get the size and color of shirts they want. At this 
point, we have sold 53 tickets. It was noted that credit card information goes through Pay Pal and 
no one from the lake association has access to the credit card information. 
  
The ticket prices for the poker run will increase the day of the event from $20 to $25. 
 
The tent is the most expensive part of the of event and the vendor we have always used increased 
their prices. We priced around and found that our current vendor is still the cheapest option.  
 
The poker run is ending at 2:30pm instead of 3:00pm this year because Coody’s has asked that 
we are off the property sooner this year.  
 
A signup sheet is being passed around for volunteers for packet picket up days and day of event 
help under the tent and at a sand bar stop. If you have any questions, contact Brittany. 
 
Thank you cards for the donors are also being passed around for people to sign. We want to 
make it a more personal thank you by signing them.  
 
5 Lakes Association – 
Brandon Altimus reported on behalf of the 5 Lakes Association. 
 



In the past years, Dallas lake association has donated money for tree cleanup in the Little 
Elkhart. This year, the 5 Lakes Association is looking for donations from Westler, Dallas, and 
Witmer of $2,500 each to hire professionals to remove the log jams. The 5 Lakes Association is 
also donating $2,500. A motion was made to donate the $2,500 dollars. No one opposed. 
 
In the past, the 5 Lakes Association has been the sponsor for large grants involved with sediment 
removal in the lakes. This will no longer be the case. The Westler Lake Association is officially 
it’s own entity now, and will be the sponsor for sediment removal grants on Westler Lake. 
 
A Westler Lake Channel has been in the process of getting dredged for several years now. 
Jessica Grimm has put a lot of work into the process. They must first get DNR approval before 
next steps.  
 
Very detailed water testing data is available online.  
 
Social Media and Online –  
Mark Voss reported on social media, advertising, and merchandise.  
 
Westlerlake.com has lake updates at the top of the page, including whether it is open, closed, or 
idle speed only.  
 
There are links to other lake association websites, Indiana DNR, and other helpful websites. 
There are also links to all of our social media outlets, including Instagram, Facebook, and 
Twitter. The calendar on the website is also up to date.  
 
Important dates include fireworks on July 6th, the Poker Run on July 20th, and Muckfest of 
August 11th.  
 
Old Business – 
 
By Laws have been solidified and submitted to the state. This now makes us a legal entity. The 
recorded by laws will be posted to the website soon.  
 
New Business – 
 
Steve Barber from Witmer Lake spoke on behalf of the annual fireworks. When the firework 
show began years ago, the original cost was $7,000. Westler, Dallas, and Witmer each donated 
$1,500 for the show and the rest of the money raised was through personal donations. It is 
getting more difficult to get personal donations and the cost has increased to $7,500. This cost 
includes the professional show, as well as insurance and permits for the show. Steve Barber has 
to pay half of the cost in January and pays the remaining half the day of the fireworks. Witmer 
and Dallas are paying $2,500 this year and he is looking for us to do the same. The board 
approved and donated $1,250 already in January. A motion was made to donate an additional 
$1,250 to the fireworks show for this year to reach the total of $2,500. A discussion was had 
deciding if the show was worth that large of a donation. The motion was eventually approved 
with no opposition.  



 
New Business – 
 
Dr. Coda’s term on the board is up. He is up for reelection. Dr. Coda was nominated for a second 
term and he accepted the nomination. A motion was made and no one opposed.  
 
Dallas Lake Association is heading up the Goose Removal again this year. They are looking for 
donations. A motion was made to donate up to $1,500. No one opposed.  
 
An association member asked if there were plans for a lake directory. It was stated that this 
would be brought to the 5 Lakes Association.  
 
A motion was made to purchase another “Westler Lake 10 MPH” sign to be placed at the public 
access site with the approval of the DNR for $400. There was no opposition. 
 
Muckfest is looking for personal donations. It will occur August 11th.  
 
Brandon thanked Coody Brown’s for allowing us to use their space.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:15 am.  
 
 

 


